[Axillary band contractures after axillary lymph node excision].
Three patients are described who developed painful bands across the axilla which severely restricted shoulder abduction after breast surgery and axillary lymph-node dissection. They were treated by transection of the bands with excellent results in two of the three patients. The underlying pathology is apparently thrombosis, obstruction and inflammation of lymphatic channels. Treatment should be conservative in most cases, with surgery reserved for patients with intolerable symptoms.